
Descriptors for Growth Habits  

 

Arching: Growth is similar 
to the “spreading” form 
but cane tips bend back 
towards the ground. 
 

Climbing: When tied or 
supported will climb 
indefinitely. If not 
supported, these plants take 
on a wide arching habit. 
 

Dense: Many upright 
canes create an erect 
dense plant habit. 

 
Groundcover: Canes grow horizontally over the 
ground’s surface. 

Open: Upright canes 
create an erect plant 
similar to the “dense” 
form, except that the 
number of canes is fewer; 
resulting is an open, airier 
habit. 

Rugosa: This form is typified 
by frequent branching of 
canes and short internodes. 
 

Spreading: These plants 
are V-shaped. Cane growth 
is angled instead of 
vertical. 
 

Suckering: This is similar to 
the “dense” form except 
that suckering can occur. 
Unless controlled, suckering 
can increase plant width. 
 

 


